[image: image1.png]Y

wildlife

TRUSTS






Hptt

23 April 2009 

Bird seed boost for Dawn Chorus 

Conservation award-winning Vine House Farm in Lincolnshire has given a boost to International Dawn Chorus Day (Sunday 3 May 2009) by becoming the official sponsor and providing every event registered on the International Dawn Chorus Day website with samples of their wild bird seed. 

The farm, owned by Nicholas Watts and his family, has worked in partnership with The Wildlife Trusts since 2007 and every sale of Vine House Farm bird food benefits the work of The Wildlife Trusts.  150 acres of Vine House Farm land are dedicated to growing sunflower seeds for its thriving bird seed business.  Nicholas, who has always been passionate about birds, has worked hard to manage the farmland for the benefit of wildlife.  Dykes have been dug; barn owl towers and bird boxes erected, weed margins, wildflower meadows and wild bird cover grown. 

The conservation measures employed on Vine House Farm are a prime example of The Wildlife Trusts’ vision for A Living Landscape.

Nicholas, who is a fourth generation farmer, said: “I have kept diaries of the birds around me since 1956, and tried my best to make my land a better home for them, so I can enjoy the Dawn Chorus in all its splendour.  
“Hopefully, by sponsoring Dawn Chorus Day 2009, Vine House Farm can help to raise awareness of the beauty of the UK’s birds, and inspire people to help protect them for years to come.”
For further information please contact:
Tanya Perdikou

media & campaigns officer

Tel: 01636 670057

Email: tperdikou@wildlifetrusts.org
Editors' notes:
· The Wildlife Trusts (TWT)  www.wildlifetrusts.org 
There are 47 Wildlife Trusts across the whole of the UK, the Isle of Man and Alderney. We are working for an environment rich in wildlife for everyone.  With 765,000 members, we are the largest UK voluntary organisation dedicated to conserving the full range of the UK’s habitats and species, whether they be in the countryside, in cities or at sea. 135,000 of our members belong to our junior branch, Wildlife Watch.  We manage 2,256 nature reserves covering more than 90,000 hectares; we stand up for wildlife; we inspire people about the natural world and we foster sustainable living. 

· Vine House Farm
Vine House Farm is a working farm. The owner, Nicholas Watts is very interested in wildlife. In 1982 he decided to find out what birds were breeding on his farm and began recording all the birds he saw and heard. By 1992 he realised there had been a big drop in numbers so he started to implement ideas to stop their decline. One of his actions was to feed birds on a large scale in his farm yard with spectacular results. At an open day for people to come and see the birds that were feeding, two or three asked him if he could sell them some bird seed. Momentum has grown over the years and Vine House Farm now grows over 400 acres of bird food including black sunflowers, red millet, white millet, canary seed, naked oats, wheat and oil seed rape.


